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self a place - iu history and may 
please, ennoble, and educate the 
moral and intellectual parts or gen¬ 
erations yet unborn! 

The facilities for communication 
between nations have so decreed it 
that onrs must he a literature writ- 
ten In the language of 8hakes|ieare 
and Milton—and who could wish 
for a purer, sweeter tongue wKli 
which to tell the thongots and feel¬ 
ings of the soul. 

If it is writtcu upon our soul and 
by America's own native sons, who 
but the most cynical of Loudouers 
would call ic by any other name 
than American literature! 

And this field with its boundless 
I dominion and rich possibilities, with 
its events of years now gone; hub 
its ami customs ot tfie present, and 
nature's vast and suggestive field. 
All is our heritage and its bound 
less.futlire is our own. 

(Condensed for The TlMKH.) ‘ 4 

THK PRECAUTION OP TRE BANKS. 

The financial stringency which is 
now being felt throughout the coun 
tiy, and which has caused the fail 
lire of several banks, has led bank 
ers :n New York to adopt mem.ures 
to meet the difli ally. On Jnue 14 
they had a meeting at winch it was 
decided to provide for the is?pie of 
( Icai mg House certificates. The 
ol'jcrt of these certificates is to pre 
vent a bank failing when it is sol 
vent, as hanks sometimes do,under 
a sudden strain. Under rluf ordv 
nar\ >vstem a bank is expected to 
pur in cash, the same day. any bal 
auuie Incoming due from it to an¬ 
other bank. If its customers have 
wlthdra vn their deposits, or it has 
been lending money freely* it may 
not. be able lo settle its accounts so 
promptly, although it may have se. 
enrities In iia safe ulnrli would 
moie than cover the amount, :f it 
had time to turn I hem into money. 
Under the new airntigcmenr, a 
bank, so circumstanced, can submit 
these securities to the Clearing 
House Committee, who will,give to 
the hank a certificate to the extent 
of three quarters of their value.— 
These Certificates the several hanks 
mutually agree to receive instead of 
cash, (ho hank offering them to pay 
the bank receiving them six |>er 
cent interest until they are liquida¬ 
ted. The arrangeine t seems con¬ 
trary'to the principles on which 
b adn e s s i* usually conducted. So 
far from tbe hankers de.sjring tbe 
failure of their rivals and promot¬ 
ing it, that they may enrich them 
solves by the extinction of competi¬ 
tion, as is the practice in some lines 
of business, they are helping them 
to maintain their standing. 

For the Times 

BHMiKAUHlCAL 

John McNeil. 

This person, familiarly known as 
“Big John,” to distinguish him 
from two or Ihree other cotemj>ora- 
ry Johns, is de>erviug of s|»ecial 
mention us a citizen of prominence 
aud marked influence and useful* 
ness, iu the community, in his day. 

He was tiorn April 20, 1793 at 
the Swago mill, now in possession 
of the McCliutics. His parents 
were Johnathun and Phoebe Me* 
Neil. The mother was a daughter 
of Moses Moore, the renowued pion 
eer, hunter and trapper. u Aunt 
Phoebe” was remarkable for her pi¬ 
ety, industry, cotnmou sense, can¬ 
dour, pluinnefff of speech and kind* 
ness of limit. She managed the 
grist-mill for years, taking off and 
puttiug on the sacks of meal aud 
flour with anmzonian dexterity and 
ease. Iu later years she merely 
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nn|>enuteii<le<t (lit* grimllng, Itwp’ 
inp Home one ol ln»r u nine rone grand 
T«mir<ado the tioiivy work. 

Squire McNeil was married 8*|»t. 
J, 1811, in the 10th (Mr ot hi* ape. 
to ltel»ecca .VcXeil, a near relafchre, 
and nettled on Dry Creek? Their 
fan.iiy iiainlwred three Mona aud 
eipht danphter*. 

Iu boyhood bo wan buaily em. 
ployed iu working the CrrpM,digpinf 
in caves lor m»lt|>otre, OMlHted iu 
raniiinp the priHt mill, the powder 
mill and the Haw mill. 

By diligent »elfiuiprovenient In 
the meanwhile he acquired all that 
was deemed eHsential at that peri’ 
od, to fit himself for a teacher.. He 
taught school for many yearn and 
educated bin own family and the 
families of his neighbor*. 

For much of bis early life there 
were no physicians resident nearer 
than Warm Springs add Lewis* 
borg. Consequently/ sick people 
had to rely npon improvised home 
treatment. Mr McNeil procured 
and read medical liookn, and with 
the assistance of Dianah Saunders, 
and others exjierieiicedTh ursing the 
sick, the sick people of Swago aud 
vicinity were remarkably well car 
ed for. In the later years of his 
life lie was sent for from other 
neigh horhoods. These service* 
were in the main gratuitously rep* 
dered. 

in politic* he was a Democrat^ 
in religion a fervent, disciple of 
Wesley. He died November 10, 

;rt.il. He sleeps in a well preserv 
‘ grave in the Buckley cemetery, 
■•i.e of the best cared for burin! 
grounds in the county. 

‘‘Life's duty done, securely laid 
In this his Isst retreat 

Unheeded o'er his silent dost 
The storms of life may beat.’ 

BOOH DR. BRIGGS. 

Some religions papers, hating 
Briggs, try to do him justice by ad- 
niitiiirf Unit m his trial he has been 
twice put in jeopardy, while other 
editors claim that it was the same 
old jeopardy. The editor of the Po 
cabontas 7 Y»um thinks that it is the 
same old jeopardy of eternal dtunna 
tion that he suffers from more than 
any thing else. The constitution 
says lhat a man shall not for the 
same ofl'ense tie twice put Injeoptir* 
dy of life, limb % or liberty. Howev¬ 
er tho following clipping seems to 
consider that the provision refers to 
the preachers case:— 

“While we have no sympathy 
with Dr Briggs, believing that 
when a preacher finds binmelf out 
of accord with the teachings and 
doctrines of bis Clinrch he shonld 
withdraw from that communion, 
yet we cannot see any legal ground 
for the action of the Assembly.— 
The prosecuting committee-tn tbe 
lower court represented the Church 
and when Presbytery found the ac¬ 
cused innocent, the church could 
not appeal from its own descision. 

; Since Dy Briggs had been tried and 
ocquitteri once, he could not a se<v 
ond time lie pnt in jeopardy for the 
same offense.’’ 

—An eastern editor say* that a 
man hi New York got himself into 
trouble by marrying two wive*. A 
western editor replies th** » good 
mauy have done the same thing hy 
marrying one. .A norther* editor 
says quite a number of hi.« Acquain¬ 
tances roond trouble eaengb iu 
barely promising to many aud not 
going any farther. A southern rtlj.- 
' tor say* that a friend of hi* w*a- 
worried enough when he wpg sim¬ 
ply found in company wiM» aiinthev 
man's wife. We’ve known an edi¬ 
tor to inconsolatde because another 
ffll.iw married the girl he had hi* 
eye on.—Charlestown Free Pxesa. 
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